Human relationships

We include here the relationships between:
- Men and women in general:
- A man and a woman  (romantic relationships, love, marriage…)
- Friendship , relationships between neighbours, - relationships between the older generation and the younger generation
- Different races, religions and social groups, love
- Society and disabled people people and homeless people
Relationship is the way people behave towards each other. When two people are friendly towards each other and get on well together, we say that they have a good relationship.
Relationships can be formal – for example public relations or diplomatic relations or informal – for example personal relationships, romantic relationships, friendship.
1. The relationship between men and women in general has changed over years. Women were not treated equally to men in the past – they didn’t have equal rights. In the past women stayed at home and looked after children. They didn’t have a job and couldn’t vote. Today women have better jobs and better educational opportunities. Formally women have equal rights to men but they still do not have equal political power or it is difficult for them to get a leading position in a company. 
 2. The relationship between a man and a woman – young people – girls and boys – like to go out together. The boy usually asks the girl out => we say that they go on a date. If they don’t understand each other and argue a lot, they break up /split up/. If their relationship lasts and they get to know each other, they can fall in love and have a romantic relationship. Later they get engaged and they get married. When they get married, they become a husband and a wife. Some couples have problems in the marriage – for example: 
-  they don’t understand each other
-  they argue a lot (because of money, they don’t like their new relatives and so on.)
-  one of the partners can start having an affair / romance / a flirt => he/she falls in love with somebody else and finds a lover.
If there are too many problems in the marriage, they can get a divorce.
 3. Friendship – when we make friends, we usually try to find people who have similar hobbies and attitudes towards life as we do. A friendship between a man and a woman can sometimes change into love. I think that friendship is very important in our life. People often say: “A friend in need is friend indeed” /V núdzi poznáš priateľa/ and I think it is true because friends are here to help us when we need help. Most people have a best friend. 
A best friend is someone who:
-  is always here for  you when you need him
-  he always helps you when you have problems
-  he always finds time to listen to you
-  he doesn’t envy when you are happy and successful 
-  he helps you when other people disappoint you and let you down
-  he can also forgive and forget when you disappoint him
  4. The relationship between different races, religions and social groups – in many countries the relationship towards other races, religions and social groups is very bad. In every country there live minorities – for example Gypsies, people who have a different colour of the skin – for example black people, Chinese people, people from India and so on. These relationships are based on prejudice, intolerance and narrow-mindedness. Sometimes people are rude towards these people because they know nothing about them and they are suspicious. 
5. Society and disabled people – people usually had prejudices or they were ignorant towards disabled people in the past but the situation nowadays is better because people have more information. There are many organizations that help disabled people and look after them. Some disabled people are very intelligent – for example Dr. Stephen Hawkin – he is a scientist, he writes books and lectures at the Oxford University – he cannot move and is in his wheelchair. Many disabled people are artists, actors, sportsmen – they can participate at the Paralympic Games. 
 6. HUMAN CHARACTERISTICS: positive –reliable,rsponsible, sociable,practical,honest, sensible,warm –harted, polite, generous,friendly, hard –working
                                                      negative – envious/závistlivý/, unfriendly, stubborn/tvrdohlavý/greedy/chamtivý/ impolite, mean, mean,slfish, rude, to be fond of gossiping


Friendship – when we make friends, we usually try to find people who have similar hobbies and attitudes towards life as we do. A friendship between a man and a woman can sometimes change into love. I think that friendship is very important in our life. People often say: “A friend in need is friend indeed” /V núdzi poznáš priateľa/ and I think it is true because friends are here to help us when we need help. Most people have a best friend. 
A best friend is someone who:
-  is always here for  you when you need him
-  he always helps you when you have problems
-  he always finds time to listen to you
-  he doesn’t envy when you are happy and successful 
-  he helps you when other people disappoint you and let you down
-  he can also forgive and forget when you disappoint him
People like to meet their friends – men in pubs and women in a cafes – they usually chat and gossip /klebetia/.
 Relationships between neighbours – people have different relationships with their neighbours:
Some people get on well /vychádzajú dobre/ with their neighbours – they help each other when they need help, they visit each other /navštevujú sa navzájom/ and they are good friends.
Some neighbours have a neutral relationships – they don’t see each other very often, they only say hello to each other when they meet.
Some neighbours have a bad relationship – they don’t like each other because they argue, usually because of land, garden… This happens especially when there is a big difference between the neighbours – for example younger and older neighbours – the older neighbours don’t like loud music and so on.
  Relationships to disabled people and homeless people
Disabled people - people usually had prejudices or they were ignorant towards disabled people in the past but the situation nowadays is better because people have more information. There are many organizations that help disabled people and look after them. Some disabled people are very intelligent – for example Dr. Stephen Hawkin – he is a scientist, he writes books and lectures at the Oxford University – he cannot move and is in his wheelchair. Many disabled people are artists, actors, sportsmen – they can participate at the Paralympic Games. 
I have never helped to any disabled person because I have never had an opportunity. But if someone asks me for help, I will be happy to help him/her.
Homeless people - I am sorry for homeless people because they have nowhere to live – I try to help homeless people, for example I buy a magazine Nota Bene. This magazine is sold by homeless people and it gives them a chance to earn some money for better life.
 Relationships between the older generation /grandparents/  and the younger generation /grandchildren/
Sometimes there are generation problems between the younger generation and the older generation. Older people usually don’t understand young people. I have a good relationship with my grandparents. I often visit them. We usually talk about my school and television programs. We often discuss the television news.
I also have a good relationship with my parents. I can tell them about my problems and they always listen to me and help me. With my father we usually discuss football and hockey

Role models and ideals
Talk about:
a)  Role models and their importance – vzory a ich dôležitosť
b)  Positive and negative influence of role models – pozitívny a negatívny vplyv vzorov
c)  Personality features – osobnostné črty
Every human being is a unique  personality having a lot in common with other people but also being different from other people. What we have in common is the fact that we are born, live our individual life and when our life comes to end, we die.
As individuals we have different personal qualities which sometimes cause problems, because we have both positive and negative qualities.
Some of us are friendly, tolerant, hard-working, generous and alway ready to help those people who need it. It is said that modern society makes people lazy, self-centred, intolerant and selfish.
Every person is influenced by other people during his/her life. We watch how people behave in different situations and we copy positive but also negative qualities. Especially children and young people have many role models. We can talk about:
 Idols can be:parents, family members, war hero, people who have difficult or challenging jobs- rescures, fire- fighters, soldiers, doctors, celebrities, pop stars, sportsman, fictional heroes,
- Family role models – the first models were our parents, brothers, sisters and grandparents. They are important to us because: 
-  they teach us to be friendly, polite /polite = slušný/
-  they help us to learn how to solve problems /= riešiť problémy/
-  we learn how to get on well with people /= vychádzať s ľuďmi/
-  from our family members we learn many positive but also negative qualities – we learn to compromise, to cooperate, to help other people, but also to envy, to be selfish and so on.
- School role models – they are our schoolmates, teachers and other people we meet at school
- Celebrity role models – most teenagers look for role models outside their families or their school. Teenagers love music, cinema and sport, so singers, film stars and famous sportsmen influence them. They try to imitate them – their clothes, hairstyle, lifestyle, behaviour. Celebrities influence young people positively, but also negatively. a) Positive influence is: 
-  they use their talent
-  some celebrities behave well and politely
-  they work hard and are successful
-  they can teach young people important moral principles = for example they work for charity, help poor people and so on.
b) Negative influence is:
-  many celebrities use drug and alcohol and become addicted
-  some celebrities have bad behaviour – they are vulgar, rude
-  they do not respect people around them
-  they think that they are better than other people but it isn’t true
-  they try to make profit in every situation

- Literary role models – heroes from books and literature. They usually represent positive moral qualities to follow.
- Everyday heroes – examples of positive role models: Mother Teresa – she was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1972 – she looked after poor people and she did it for free. Bill Gates and his wife Melinda created a foundation to save the poorest people from illnesses. 
 / doctors, fire - fights
It is very important for young people to have role models because childhood and adolescence it the time when people learn and pick the most of the qualities which they use later in their lives. If there are positive role models, young people learn how to be polite, tolerant, helpful. They will become people who will try to make the world a better place. 
On the other hand, if young people are influenced by negative role models, they become rude, selfish, stubborn and there will be more robberies, murders, rapes and crime in the streets.
 
People can have positive and negative personality features /= osobnostné črty/:courage/odvaha, talent, energy, charm, sense of humour,
 charismatic, be honest/čestný/, responsible /zodpovedný/, reliable/spoľahlivý/, hard working, sensitive, sensible, generous, polite, friendly,

Negative – mean, rude, cheeky,impolite, intolerant,moody/náladový/, envious/závistlivý/, revengeful/pomstychtivý/, vulgar,selfish, snobbish, self- centered, hot tempered,

